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A Family History of Crime
By Richard King

My family lineage dates back to a 

checkered convict past like many 

Australians. In the late 1700s and early 

1800s, the British populated this 

isolated colony of New South Wales 

(which we know today as Australia) by 

shipping convicts there for a wide range 

of crimes. I heard in passing old stories 

and wives’ tales about my family’s 

history but without any real certainty. 

This was until recently when, after an 

accidental google search, I stumbled 

upon the storied history of my great, 

great, great grandfather William Floyd.

William was born in 1797 near Bristol, 

England, and soon after his twentieth 

birthday began his fateful plight into 

crime that would change his life forever.  

In 1817, he and three acquaintances 

were accused of "having feloniously 

stolen, taken, and carried away from a 

larder in his dwelling house... one leg of 

mutton value 5/- and one rabbit of the 

value of one shilling....". He was thrown 

into Gloucestershire County Gaol but 

was acquitted.  However, the next time 

he wasn’t so lucky.

William’s next recorded crime was some 

years later, in 1828, and by this stage, 

he was married with four kids. He was 

arrested for stealing a watch valued at 

Not one to be held down easily, William 

and a fellow convict escaped from their 

keepers in the dockyard. This daring 

venture made it into several 

newspapers at the time.

Several false identities and thefts later, 
William was eventually arrested again 
and committed for trial, and in the 
process, he confessed to his real 
identity and his escape from custody. He 
was tried on August 5, 1828. The usual 
punishment for such a crime would be 
death, but instead, he was commuted to 
life in the penal colonies.

William was shipped off to New South
Wales on board the convict transport 
ship, the Georgiana, leaving southeast 
England on December 1, 1828. It then 
sailed to Plymouth, where it loaded 
more convicts before departing on 
December 15th with a total cargo of 170 
male prisoners, guarded by a troop of 
28 privates sailing to New South Wales 
via the west coast of Africa. On April 
18th, some four months later, they 
arrived at Hobart, Van Diemen's Land 
(now known as Tasmania, Australia). He 
was over 12,000 miles away from his 
wife and four children in England, and 
he would never see them again.

As a convict, William remained in 
government service throughout his 
sentence and contributed to 
constructing many buildings and 
bridges. His penchant for getting into 
trouble didn’t stop, and he was in 
trouble with the authorities for 
misdemeanors such as being in a public 
house, neglect of duties, working for 
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40 shillings, a telescope 

valued at 20 shillings, a pair 

of spectacles valued at 10 

shillings, plus knives and a 

tablecloth. 



his own benefit, and absence from church. and he was in trouble with the authorities 

for misdemeanors such as being in a public house, neglect of duties, working for his 

own benefit, and absence from church. 

Despite these misdemeanors, several years later, William was released on parole 

February 24, 1840, and would be given a conditional pardon on January 8, 1845 (This 

was published in the Hobart Town Gazette of January 14, 1845). Now a free man, 

William’s conditional pardon had one catch - he could never return to Britain. This 

did not seem to slow William down, and he proceeded to remarry and have nine kids.
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Are you comfortable calling yourself a leader?

Drew Dudley, author and creator of the renowned Ted talk “Everyday Leadership – The Lollipop 

Moment,” shares an inspiring definition of leadership.  

Drew shares in his Ted talk that we have made leadership into something bigger than us and about 

changing the world. We view it as something we aspire to, and by viewing leadership through that 

lens, we give ourselves an excuse not to expect it from ourselves and each other. In actuality, we

each have the potential to be leaders in everyday moments that can be extraordinarily powerful 

and impactful in each other’s lives. 

He shares an everyday moment, and, yes, there were lollipops involved, that occurred and would 

become transformative in his life and how he defines leadership.  

It was certainly interesting for me to be able to read into such a well-researched, detailed history of my family’s past, no matter how checkered! 

It puts into perspective how a singular event can change life's direction forever.  If I ever do move back to Australia after being in the U.S. for so 

long, I will have it relatively easy to return thanks to William and the family roots he established for my family.   

That said, it may also be a good idea not to leave your shiny expensive things around because ancient family bloodlines could see a reversal to 

previous ways!

Leading with Lollipops

Click to hear Drew’s Lollipop Moment  

At CPNA, it is safe to say we are comfortable identifying and sharing a good Safety 

Contact. In our D&I journey, we are less familiar with identifying and less 

comfortable sharing a D&I Contact. So, when a new employee shared (unsolicited) 

with her Team a cultural celebration that was important to her, it was a moment in 

CPNA’s D&I journey to celebrate.  Like Safety Contacts, D&I Contacts come from 

many different experiences where there is an opportunity to learn. Here is one 

example of a D&I Contact.  

Mahsa Mahdavia, Technical Representative Engineer for ASC Steel Deck, shared 

about Shabeh Yalda (Yalda Night), an important celebration in her native country of 

Iran.   

D&I Contact

If you are interested in reading the 200+ year old history of William and his children, check here.

Shabeh Yalda, which was on December 21, is an ancient Persian celebration of the winter solstice, the longest night of the year. It celebrates 
the triumph of light over darkness as the days begin to get longer. “Yalda” comes from the Syriac word for “birth” and is thought to celebrate 
the birth of Mithra, the goddess of light. The night is only long by a few seconds, but Iranians celebrate the night by staying up and eating fruits 
and nuts, including red and orange fruits like watermelon, pomegranates, and persimmons, as well as reading poetry, drinking tea or wine, and 
smoking hookah.  Share a D&I Contact with your Team today! 

https://youtu.be/hVCBrkrFrBE
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/06/dining/yalda-winter-solstice-pomegranate.html
http://freepages.rootsweb.com/~midas/genealogy/floydwebnew.html

